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The Ardent Writer Press, LLC 
P.O. Box 25 

Brownsboro, Alabama   35741 
(256) 694-6744 

www.ArdentWriterPress.com 
Steve Gierhart, Publisher & Editor 

 
Print and Digital Rights Contract 

 

This agreement is made between The Ardent Writer Press, LLC, Brownsboro, Alabama, 
an electronic and small press publishing company (herein known as “Publisher”) and _________ 
(herein known as “Author’s Custodian”).  Author’s Custodian  ______ is the parent/guardian of 
_______, a minor at same address and a student at ________ (student herein known as 
“Author”). 
 

Author’s Custodian agrees to grant Publisher exclusive print rights, both paperback and 
hardback, as well as exclusive digital eBook rights, in any format such as Kindle, Nook, or 
iBook, to publish and sell a short story penned by the Author, titled (working title at time of 
signature), __________, which is one short story out of an Anthology of North Alabama 
students’ short stories, titled (working title at time of signature) ____________.  Period of 
contract covers a term of two (2) years from the date the anthology short story collection is 
released/made available to the buying public.  Contract for said Anthology/Collection/Work may 
be renewed or terminated by mutual consent of Author’s Custodian and Publisher.   
 

The Author’s Custodian does not grant any secondary rights to the publisher. Secondary 
right are the dramatic adaptation of all or part of the Author’s story for stage, screen, television, 
radio and the internet; public readings of all or part of the book, including the internet; the 
manufacture, sale and distribution of products, by-products, services, facilities, merchandise, and 
other commodities of every nature or description, whether now in existence or hereafter devised, 
which may refer to and embody the work, or any derivative works based on the book; translation 
of all or part of the work into any foreign language.  The Author’s Custodian may enter into 
separate agreements for film, or other rights for the same work covered in this Contract without 
recompense to The Ardent Writer Press, LLC, though acknowledgment of the Publisher shall be 
made in an appropriate place within that venue. 

The Publisher may not assign or sell these rights given in this contract to any third party 
without the express written permission of the Author’s Custodian except as stipulated in the 
Terms of Service of those third parties selected by the Publisher to be involved with the 
electronic formatting, printing, and distribution of the work.  Third party agreements must be 
between the Publisher and Printers or Distributors.  Those agreements address printing, digital 
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formatting, or distribution rights, not sale of the Author’s inherent copyright or its subsidiary 
guarantees. 

Print Rights 
 

For print rights the Publisher will utilize Print On Demand (POD) printing services sold 
through Distributors (such as Amazon and Ingrams) and Retailers (such as Barnes and Noble) 
though copies may be sold directly to the Author’s Custodian by the Publisher. 
 

The sequence of release is paperback first.  After a wait of up to three (3) months the 
Publisher may elect to issue a separate ISBN and generate a hard cover formatted book.  
However, the grant of such rights to the Publisher is not a guarantee of publication in hard cover 
format and most likely will not occur. 

Digital Rights 
 

The Publisher may utilize eBook services sold through Distributors such as Kindle Direct 
Publishing and Barnes and Noble PubIt or Retailers (such as Amazon’s Kindle Store, Apple’s 
iBookstore, Barnes and Noble, or Google Books) after being processed within their respective 
upload services for placement online.   
 

The sequence of release is paperback first.  After a wait of up to three (3) months the 
Publisher may elect to issue a separate ISBN and generate a digitally formatted Anthology 
suitable for eBook publication.  However, the grant of such rights to the Publisher is not a 
guarantee of publication in digital eBook format. 

 

Terms and Agreements 

Royalties 

By signature of this contract, the Author’s Custodian understands and agrees that the 
publication arising from this contract is accomplished in order to further the goals of a charitable 
organization, The Huntsville Literary Association (HLA).  HLA desires to further the strength of 
all students’ literary skills, both reading and writing, in order to increase the ability of said 
students to have successful careers as adults. 

The furtherance of said goals has resulted in the Publisher agreeing to provide all 
proceeds after direct setup and printing expenses (profits) from the sale of the Anthology, 
entitled ___________, to HLA.  HLA will use said proceeds to fund prizes for this same 
contest/division in school year 2013/2014. 

Consequently, zero (0) profits/proceeds/royalties will be split from the Anthology with 
Author’s Custodian.  Instead, in exchange for agreement by the Author’s Custodian to permit use 
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of Author’s Short Story by the Publisher as noted herein, the Publisher agrees to do the 
following:  1) provide, as noted in HLA contest rules, any winning contest funds or prizes to the 
Author’s Custodian for use by the student Author; 2) publish Author’s work in the Anthology; 3) 
allow the Author’s published work to be cited in any of his/her future professional or student 
documentation; 4) allow publication of said short story outside the Anthology during the term of 
this contract, and 5) provide one (1) dollar additional remuneration to the Author’s Custodian. 

Promotion and Marketing 

Author’s Custodian and Author realize the importance of promotion and agree to be 
responsible for promoting the Author’s Work in partnership with the Publisher and HLA, 
including online or print publicity or on radio or television.  This agreement to promote is not a 
guarantee that the Publisher or HLA will ask the author or Author’s Custodian to support such 
promotion, but if called upon, the Author will participate as required. 

Publisher may promote the Work through the web site, and may, on occasion, promote 
through published literature, which may also include advertising in popular reader publications, 
both on-line and off-line.  The Publisher is responsible to maintain an attractive, up-to-date web 
site.  Publisher will not be liable for damages to Author’s Custodian for site (internet server) 
downtime or interrupted transmissions.   

Publisher retains for the Author’s Work the right to print descriptions, excerpts, or 
images, including the jacket cover.  These descriptions, excerpts, or images may be in any form 
of advertisement that will better promote the Work and its sales.  These forms may include 
flyers, bookmarks, posters, ads, or other forms of advertisement, as well as use on 
www.ArdentWriterPress.com or www.hlahsv.org.  In turn, the Author or Author’s Custodian 
may also use their own website to promote his/her Work on his or her personal web site. 

The Publisher’s website may also be used to link to pages about book reviews or articles, 
or the Publisher’s Facebook or Twitter accounts.  In such cases the Author or Publisher may 
generate a press release or article with or without images for such reviews and/or articles.  The 
Author may also link their personal Facebook account(s) to the Publisher’s in order to promote 
the Anthology or their own short story. 

Author’s Custodian will provide to the Publisher a publicity bio and photo of the Author, 
for use in the book.  Provision shall be made within two (2) weeks from notification of the 
Author’s winning the contest or placing in it. Such bio and photo may be used to promote the 
Anthology on the website, and in other promotional literature, tools, or documentation.  Author’s 
Custodian does hereby consent and grant Publisher the right to use the bio and the photo for 
promotional purposes though such right does not guarantee use of such materials for promotional 
purposes.  

Warrantees and Other Conditions 
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The Author’s Custodian does hereby warrant that the Author is the creator and sole 
owner of the short story; that it is original and contains no matter unlawful in content, nor does it 
violate the rights of any third party; that the rights granted herein are free and clear, and that the 
Author’s Custodian has full power to grant such rights to the Publisher.  The Author’s Custodian 
further warrants that the manuscript (not any associated footnotes or reference material cited in 
the Work) submitted under this contract is not and has never been published in paper or eBook, 
or any other format with any publishing company who may still own proprietary rights to the 
work.   

The Author’s Custodian agrees to hold harmless and indemnify the Publisher against any 
claim, demand, action, suit or proceeding, recovery or expense of any nature whatsoever arising 
from claims or infringement of copyright or proprietary right, claims of libel, obscenity, 
unlawfulness or invasion of privacy based on or resulting from any matters, scenes, and/or 
characters or graphics contained in the Author’s work—or any breach of warranties or 
representations contained herein. The Author’s Custodian warrants that the Author’s written 
work is not currently in the public domain.   

This Contract hereby constitutes the entire agreement between Author’s Custodian and 
Publisher and supersedes all previous agreements regarding the Work, whether oral or in writing. 
Modification of this contract may only occur in writing, signed by both parties. 

Release Dates 

It must be noted that The Ardent Writer Press, LLC will be taking queries from other 
Authors and will be dealing with the submissions provided therein during the term of this 
contract.  Such work may delay the release of the Author’s work or update of web page or 
promotional activities regarding the Author’s Work.  If the Author’s Work is not published by its 
scheduled release date, a 45-calendar day grace period shall be granted to the Publisher.  If, after 
45 calendar days the Work still has not been released for sale, the Author’s Custodian may 
declare this contract null and void with no penalty to the Publisher.  Exceptions are dealt with 
and/or renegotiated on a case by case basis, in good faith, by both parties.   

The scheduled release date for the Author’s work in the print version (paperback) of the 
Anthology is August 1, 2013.  As noted earlier, no guarantee of either a hardback or digital 
eBook publication exists. 

This Agreement is made in the State of Alabama, and all litigation between the parties 
regarding this agreement has to be done solely in the court systems of that state.  If the Publisher 
moves to a different state, any litigation between the parties will take place in the court system of 
this future state.  
  



Page 5 of 5 
 

Agreement Signatures 

As Author’s Custodian, ________,  parent/guardian for Author,________, hereby agrees 
to the terms of this contract and agrees to sell the exclusive print/digital eBook rights to The 
Ardent Writer Press, LLC for the term of two (2) years from the date of release. 

 

 Author’s Custodian signature_________________________________________       
Date______________ 

Address:________ ____________________________________________ 

City/state/zip:_, Alabama  ______________________________________ 

Phone____________________ 

SSN:______________________   Citizenship:____United States___________ 

 

The Ardent Writer Press hereby agrees to publish a short story titled,________, in 
paperbound (paperback) format, and may publish said short story in eBook digital format, as one 
story in the Anthology, entitled__________, available for sale to the buying public on or before 
August 1, 2013.  Author’s Custodian and Publisher shall retain original copies of this contract 
signed by both parties.   

 

Publisher’s Signature________________________________________       Date_____________ 

The Ardent Writer Press, LLC 

Address:_______P.O. Box 25_____________________________________________________ 

City/state/zip:__ Brownsboro, Alabama     35741______________________________________ 

Phone:_______   (256) 694-6744__________ 

 


